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Beacon Harbor
Off Beekman Street, Beacon Waterfront
Sunday, Sept. 25, noon: “GoZero,” the First
Annual Beacon Kayak Races are low impact,
zero emissions races that include a nine-mile
long course and a two-mile short course, with
categories for men and women. Scenic Hudson
and Foss Group Beacon have partnered to
co-sponsor this event and promote Long Dock
Beacon, an eco-hotel and park, with a “quiet
harbor,” planned for the once 23-acre waterfront
industrial site next to Beacon Harbor.
Registration fee: $25
Information: 518.424.3986
www.gozero.info
Beacon Sloop Club
Across from the Beacon Train Station by the
riverside
Sunday, Sept. 25, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.: Beacon
Sloop Club Sail aboard the 32-foot “Woody
Guthrie” under full sail. The approximately onehour sails will be on a first come, first served basis.
This river adventure is part of the Hudson River
Valley Ramble. Sign up at the Sloop Club. An
exhibit of Hudson Valley photography by Mark
McCarroll will be held from noon-5 p.m. in the
clubhouse.
Information: 845.831.4267
Bevier House Museum
2682 Route 209, Marbletown
Saturday, Sept. 24, 10:30 a.m.: The Ulster
County Historical Society presents “Millstones and
Mills: Ulster County’s Earliest Industry,” a slide
presentation by Steve Hirsch.
Tickets: $4; free for members.
Information: 845.338.5614
www.bevierhousemuseum.org
Boscobel Restoration
1601 Route 9D, Garrison
Saturday, Sept. 24: Dutchess County Day at
Boscobel – free admission for Dutchess County
residents to the grounds and mansion. Proof of
residency is required.
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 24 & 25, 10:30
a.m.-noon: Woodland Ramble walking tour of
the Woodland Trail with Boscobel’s horticulturist
Andra Sramek. Enjoy an easy one-mile loop walk
that passes through a dramatic ravine, through a
forest and ends up at a scenic overlook. Offered in
conjunction with the Hudson River Valley Ramble
weekend.
Tickets: $7 per person.
Information: 845.265.3638, x. 115
www.boscobel.org
Buttercup Farm Audubon Center and
Sanctuary Walk
Mountain Road, Pine Plains
Saturday, Sept. 24, 10 a.m.: Enjoy a walk
along the old railroad bed and gentle trails that
thread through this 640-acre Audubon Sanctuary.
An Audubon New York naturalist will talk about
the natural history and ecology of the sanctuary,
and identify the flora and fauna you observe in the
meadows along the Wappinger Creek.
Information: 518.325.5203
http://ny.audubon.org/buttercup.htm
Center for an Examined Life
Kingswood Park, 33 Basin Road, West Hurley
Wednesday, Sept. 28, 6-7:30 p.m.: “Inner
Workout: A Stress-Releasing Escape for the Mind,” a
re-energizing mid-week workshop for reconnecting
with your inner self, and handling the feelings that
overwhelm us. With the help of discussion, guided
creative exercises, meditation and connection with a
supportive community, the group will explore ways to
restore and nurture ourselves.
Tickets: Free and open to the public. Registration
required.
Information: 845.246.3315
www.examinedlife.com
Clermont State Historic Site
County Route 6, off Route 9G, Clermont
Sunday, Sept. 25, noon-4 p.m.: Estate Open
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Backstage Studio Productions
323 Wall Street, Kingston
Wednesday, Sept. 28, 7:30 p.m.: “Magic
Palooza,” the brainchild of three Hudson Valley
magicians, Carlo DeBlasio, Derrin Berger and
Frank Monaco returns. Their idea is to create an
ongoing venue and showcase for live magic in the
area. The show’s guest performer is David Oliver
from Boston, Mass, whose award-winning sleightof-hand and onstage magic has been witnessed
by thousands of people around the globe for well
over a decade. The show is rated PG-13.
Tickets: $8
Information: 845.338.8700

House and Ramble. Explore Clermont’s historic
outbuildings, enjoy a spot of croquet and learn
about the wildlife on the Clermont estate. This
event takes place in conjunction with the annual
Hudson River Ramble, sponsored by the Hudson
River Valley Greenway.
Tickets: $7 per vehicle.
Information: 518.537.4240
www.friendsofclermont.org
Coole Park Farm
1031 Bangall-Amenia Road, Millbrook
Saturday, Sept. 24, 10 a.m.: Benefit jumper
show for hurricane Katrina horse rescue. All entry
fees will be donated to this cause.
Information: 845.373.8591
www.cooleparkfarmmillbrook.com
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Dutchess
County
2715 Route 44, Millbrook
Friday, Sept. 23, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.: “54th
Town & Country Day” takes participants on a tour
of the northern outlying areas of Dutchess County.
Stops on this year’s tour include Migliorelli Farm
in Tivoli, Rhinebeck Equine Clinic in Rhinebeck,
Morehouse Farm and Sheep’s Clothing in Milan,
and Pleasant View Farm, one of Dutchess County’s
top family-owned dairy farms.
Tickets: $40, includes refreshments and a picnic
lunch at Wilcox Park.
Information: 845.677.8223
www.cce.cornell.edu/dutchess
Dutchess County Fairgrounds
Route 9, Rhinebeck
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 24 & 25:
Heirloom Production Stamp Show.
Information: 845.876.4001
www.dutchessfair.com
Dutchess Hall Theater
Dutchess Community College, 53 Pendell Road,
Poughkeepsie
Thursday, Sept. 22, 7:30 p.m.: Lyceum
Presentation: George H. Ross – “Leadership Trump
Style.” The executive vice president and senior
counsel for the Trump organization visits the college.
Tickets: Free
Information: 845.431.8050
www.sunydutchess.edu
Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library
and Museum
4079 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park
Library, Thursday, Sept. 22-Sunday, Sept.
25: The Franklin & Eleanor Roosevelt Institute
presents a conference, “In the Shadow of FDR:
How Roosevelt’s Wartime Leadership Shaped
the Postwar World.” This major retrospective
reassessment of FDR’s leadership and its
consequences brings together leading scholars
from both sides of the Atlantic, including Arthur
Schlesinger, Jr., David Reynolds from Cambridge,
Alan Henrikson from Tufts University, William J.
vanden Heuvel, Walter LaFeber from Cornell and
others.
Registration fees: Conference and lunch each
day, $25; conference & dinner on Thurs., $70;
dinner on Fri. & Sat., $65.
Information: www.feri.org
William J. vanden Heuvel Gallery,
through-Nov. 5, 2006: In conjunction with the
60th anniversary of the formal end of World War
II, the FDR Presidential Library and Museum opens
a major new exhibition that gives visitors insight
into FDR’s years as a wartime leader. “Freedom
From Fear: FDR Commander In Chief,” is rich in
artifacts and never-before-displayed documents
from FDR’s Presidential archives.
Information: 845.486.7745
www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu
Headless Horseman Hayrides
Route 9W, Ulster Park
Friday & Saturday, Sept. 23 & 24, 7 p.m.:
Named the “Number One Haunted Attraction”
in the country by HauntWorld Magazine, the
Headless Horseman Hayrides and Haunted House

The American Heritage Festival at the Museum of the Hudson Highlands takes place
on Saturday, Sept. 24, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The event is a day of old-fashioned fun on
the 177-acre Kenridge Farm on Route 9W in
Cornwall. Visitors will enjoy a demonstration
of sheep herding with border collies, meeting the animals raised by children in the 4-H
or taking a ride in an old-fashioned hay wagon. The festival is the year’s biggest event
at the Museum of the Hudson Highlands.
Admission is $5 per person, which includes
parking and all activities. For information,
call 845.534.5086, ext. 202, or visit online at
www.museumhudsonhighlands.org.
opens its 13th season this year.
Information: 845.339.2666
www.headlesshorseman.com
Hudson River Valley Ramble
Various locations
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 24 & 25:
More than 100 guided outdoor experiences.
Explore the vast riches of the Hudson River Valley
National Heritage Area.
Information: 800.453.6665
www.hudsonvalleyramble.com
Hyde Park Free Library
2 Main Street, Hyde Park
Monday, Sept. 26, 6:30 p.m.: Health
workshop on acupuncture and stress reduction
with acupuncturist Ted Wolf.
Information: 845.229.7791
Institute of Ecosystem Studies
Auditorium, 181 Sharon Turnpike, Rte. 44,
Millbrook
Friday, Sept. 23, 11 a.m.: The Friday Scientific
Seminars series presents “The Aquatic Systems
Continuum: A Proposed Framework for Monitoring
and Managing Ecosystems” with Dr. Thomas
Winter from the U.S. Geological Survey Denver
Federal Center. Hosted by Dr. Darren Bade.
Information: 845.677.7600 x 140
www.ecostudies.org
Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum
94 Broadway, Newburgh
Through Sept. 30: “Napoleon,” an exhibit
of manuscripts relating to the Emperor of
France’s influence on civil institutions and military
organization throughout Europe. One of the greatest
military and political leaders in history, Bonaparte
dominated his times so completely that European
history between 1800 and 1815 is commonly
described as the Napoleonic era. Included in
the exhibit are: Napoleon’s proclamation of his
Accession as Emperor; England’s Declaration of
War; Napoleon’s battlefield map of Waterloo; and
the manuscript of his only work of fiction, “Clisson et
Eugenie,” to name a few.
Tickets: Free and open to the public.
Information: 845.569.4997
www.karpeles.com
Kingston City Hall
420 Broadway, Kingston
Friday, Sept. 23, 1 p.m.: Meet two original
members of the famed “Band of Brothers” – Rod
Stohl and Colonel Ed Shames, who was Stohl’s
3rd platoon leader in easy company. A ceremony
dedicating Stohl’s shadow box of medals, along
with other memorabilia to the Mayor of Kingston,
Jim Sottile will be held, followed by a discussion
with these gentlemen.
Information: 845.336.8880
Klyne Esopus Museum
Route 9W, Ulster Park
Through Oct. 30: Exhibition, “Esopus Goes to
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War: 1941-1945.”
Hours: Call for hours.
Information: 845.338.8109
Locust Grove
2683 South Rd. (Rt. 9), Poughkeepsie
Sunday, Sept. 25, 11 a.m.: As part of the
“Hudson River Valley Ramble,” join the Morse
Center’s Ken Snodgrass for a guided hike through
Locust Grove’s 150-acre landscape. The hike,
which covers about two miles of carriage trails
and wooded paths, will be punctuated by brief
historical remarks at several rest stops along the
way. Eastern Mountain Sports will provide an
introduction to “geocaching,” finding a hidden
treasure with a Global Positioning System device.
Tickets: $3
Information: 845.454.4500 x 17
www.morsehistoricsite.org
McCann Ice Arena
Mid-Hudson Civic Center, Poughkeepsie
Friday, Sept. 23, 7:15-9 p.m.: “Live DJ Skate
Nite” with live music, food, games, prizes and
skating.
Tickets: $10, includes skate rental, raffle entry
and popcorn.
Saturday, Sept. 24, 2-4 p.m.: “Skate-A-Thon”
to benefit disaster relief efforts. All proceeds go
directly to the Red Cross.
Tickets: Minimum donation $10.
Information: 845.454.5800, x. 212
www.midhudsonciviccenter.com
Memorial Recreation Park
Pine Street and Memorial Drive, Tivoli
Sunday, Sept. 25, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.: Tivoli Fire
Department second annual car show. Rain date,
Sunday, Oct. 2.
Information: 845.757.2021
Mohonk Preserve
3197 Route 44/55, Gardiner
Friday, Sept. 23, 5 p.m.-9 a.m.: “The
Longhouse Native Adventure,” spend a magical
night at the Preserve’s longhouse. Cook traditional
food by the fire, learn fire-building and other
native skills, take a hike and listen to the silence of
the forest.
Fee: $38; $35 members.
Saturday, Sept. 24, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.: In
conjunction with the Hudson River Valley Ramble,
hike to Bonticou and Table Rocks with volunteer
Dan Shapley. Strenuous 7 miles with rock
scrambles.
Tickets: $8
Sunday, Sept. 25, 9 a.m.: “Pfalz Point Trail
Challenge” is a 10-mile trail run to benefit Mohonk
Preserve, which protects over 6,500 acres of the
Shawangunk Ridge. The race starts and ends at
the scenic Slingerland Pavilion near the preserve’s
Spring Farm Trailhead on Mohonk Road. The
course highlights the beauty and variety of the
Shawangunk Ridge.
Registration fee: $25
Information: 845.255.0919
www.mohonkpreserve.org/visit/run
Mower’s Saturday Market
Maple Lane, Woodstock
Saturday, Sept. 24, 9 a.m.: Outdoor market
in its 28th continuous season with “everything from
antiques to zebras, from zithers to artwork.”
Information: 845.679.6744
www.ulster.net/~fleamarket/mower
Museum of the Hudson Highlands
Kenridge Farm, Route 9W, Cornwall
Saturday, Sept. 24, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.: “The
American Heritage Festival” is a celebration of
the history of the Hudson Highlands. Step back
into colonial times, enjoy a Revolutionary War
encampment that recreates the life of the colonial
soldier. Native American dancers perform along
with musicians and storytellers. Sheepherding,

what's
pulse-ing?
This hands-off approach for both artists and
curator is akin to holding a hot potato for
an instant and then gleaning ideas from the
heat for a week or month to create a specific
work – a process that is truly dedicated to
conceptual art.
– from Abby Luby’s review of “bau 9: blind offline” at Beacon Artist Union.
For the full review, turn to page 5.

‘Blind’ ambition
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by Abby Luby

The folks at Beacon Artist Union have created a fascinating exhibit
that features the work of artists Chris Albert and Gary Jacketti.

C

ollaboration between artists is
the buddy system personified.
Creative energies bounce back
and forth, providing motivational
insurance, sometimes producing
unique works of art with
juxtaposing styles. Historically, there have
been some great collaborations – Rembrandt
with fellow Dutch artist Benjamin Gerritsz
Cuyp, Gauguin and Van Gogh (which
didn’t actually turn out so well), sculptors
Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen,
the performance pieces of the British team
Gilbert and Sullivan, Jean Michel Basquiat,
Andy Warhol and Francesco Clemente.
One essential element for this type of
creative partnership is communication.
Getting together, chewing the fat, mulling
over ideas at dinner, even sharing a studio
can keep the collaboration alive and growing.
The stream of ideas between artists is, overall,
part of the dual creative process – one that
transforms ideas to a concrete object, which
might be a completely different work from
what was originally planned.
But what if artists change the way they
communicate? What if they vow not to talk
to one another about the project in person
for months and just share ideas via e-mail?
What kind of collaborative work could be
created?
The current show at the Beacon Artist
Union in Beacon, “blind offline,” is the result
of just this type of collaboration. Artists
Chris Albert and Gary Jacketti proposed to
electronically communicate artistic ideas for
four months while each created nine pieces
using the same guidelines. The 18 works
were hung by another artist, Matt Kinney,
who first saw the work the day he hung the
show at the Beacon Artist Union gallery
– adding another “blind” dimension to the
collaborative process.
The result is a diverse, playful, surprisingly
cohesive show.
The zany, let-loose works by Albert are
contrasted by the grounded, solidified
Jacketti pieces. A few thematic guidelines
allowed each artist to produce pieces that
were conceptually identical but visually
dissimilar.
Both artists, whose e-mail code names were
“iccipoo” (Albert) and “graystraightjacket”
(Jacketti), agreed to produce two sculptures,
two paintings, two drawings, one woodcut,
one mosaic and one relief sculpture. Each
prospective piece was described in more
than 100 e-mails, which are printed out and
hang from a pole in the gallery. Both artists
had no idea of what the other was doing.
The surprise came opening day, when Albert
and Jacketti first saw each other’s work and
realized how differently they each interpreted
the guidelines.
Jacketti and Albert each worked on two
pieces they described in their e-mails as a
“cube,” with the only parameters being a 2foot square made of wood. Jacketti created his
cubes out of 2-foot square pieces of plywood
with sleekly applied black rubber tire treads.
One is in the shape of a triangle with a rubber
tread for the bottom, the other is made up of
three sturdy opened wood “pages” rounded
out with the tread – very compact and well
defined. Both are corner pieces that anchor

“bau 9: blind offline”
Beacon Artist Union, 161 Main St.,
Beacon
Through Oct. 2
Hours: Saturdays and Sundays,
noon-6 p.m.
845.591.2331
www.beaconartistunion.com

What if they vow not to
talk to one another about
the project in person for
months and just share ideas
via e-mail? What kind of
collaborative work could
be created?
the show. Albert’s cubes, however, used
wood scraps of varying shapes, colors and
sizes, wildly bolted and screwed together in
a splat-like configuration. Kinney’s keen eye
saw to hang Albert’s cubes from the ceiling,
accentuating their multi-dimensionality.
Two featureless, rubber facemasks used for
CPR training were curious springboards for
each artist. It was the one piece that shared
identical material. Some e-mail discussions
about the masks first considered connecting
them via the mouths with wire, symbolizing
electronic communication to complement
the show’s theme. But, over the course of
time, the e-mails show that both artists
thought the idea trite. The masks ultimately
were not connected. Albert’s mask was
obliterated with a spaghetti-entanglement
of colored cables and wires, while Jacketti’s
mask is hung simply by the ears between two
small wooden posts with a single gold chain
dangling from the mouth.
That Matt Kinney curated the show
without previewing the work became
another layer of blindness lending to the
hands-off collaboration – the two driving
themes of the show. This hands-off approach
for both artists and curator is akin to holding
a hot potato for an instant and then gleaning
ideas from the heat for a week or month to
create a specific work – a process that is truly
dedicated to conceptual art.
Artists Albert and Jacketti are members of

Clockwise from top left:
“Resurrection” (detail), a
combined diptych by
Gary Jacketti/Chris Albert;
“graystraightjacketwired”
(detail), mixed media, by Gary
Jacketti; and “Cube 1,” rubber
and plywood, by Gary Jacketti.
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the Beacon Artist Union, a group of artists
that has continually produced conceptual
“think” shows that are on the edge. “blind
online” serves up the idea that words are
limited when it comes to describing visual
detail, but can alternately be the active

catalyst for a multitude of imagined works
of art, creating a smorgasbord for any artist’s
creative appetite.
The show runs weekends through Sunday,
Oct. 2. For information, call 845.591.2331, or
visit www.beaconartistunion.com. ■

