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Stories of their youth

NPR’s Radio Rookies program allows Bronx teens to air their own segments
BY ABBY LUBY
DAILY NEWS WRITER

THEY’RE CALLED
Radio Rookies.

But seven Bronx teens
will be hitting the big-
time air waves, adding
their voices to National
Public Radio.

Armed with state-of-the-art au-
dio equipment, they will be re-
porting about their lives, schools
and communities.

A Peabody Award-winning
youth journalism program, Radio
Rookies works with inner city
youth, teaching them how to tell
their story in their own words.

The new Radio Rookies, rang-
ing in age from 14 to 18, are
Miguelina (Erikka) Diaz, Yesenia
Cadena, Victoria (Vikki) Cruz,
Amon (A.J.) Fraizer, Irina Sverzh-
anovskaya, Keith Tingman and

Muntu Waliyaya.
For the next six months they

will trek down to the lower Man-
hattan studios of local NPR affili-
ate WNYC.

“This is your studio. This is
where you come to work,” Radio
Rookies Senior Producer Kaari
Pitkin told the group last week as
they toured the Varick St. stu-
dios.

Pitkin said the goal is to teach
the kids how to come up with
ideas and produce pieces for
broadcast.

Story ideas run the gamut — re-
flecting the realities of living in
poverty to difficult family dynam-
ics, housing dilemmas, academic
frustrations and the environ-
ment.

“I would like to explore rac-
ism,” said A.J. Fraizer, 14.

Irina Sverzhanovskaya, 17,

said she was interested in the nu-
clear disaster that took place at
Chernobyl in 1986. Muntu
Waliyaya, 16, said he would like
to interview people he admired.

But the first assignment is a bit
more fun: interview someone
about a favorite song that brings
up a specific memory.

“You will learn how to record,
mix and edit,” Pitkin said. The
turnaround time for the five-
minute piece is two days; the in-
centive — a movie ticket or a $10
iTunes card.

Helping to get the creative juic-
es flowing, veteran Radio Rookie
Keith Harris, 18, played his story,
which ran last fall: “Read a
Book,” his account of how he cov-
ered up his inability to read in
the ninth grade.

Harris’ story was as much
about himself as it was about
many of his peers. Pitkin said

teens often risk telling a story
that exposes their vulnerabilities.

“This is about youth develop-
ment and media production to-
gether,” she said. “The shared ex-
perience gives them a deeper ap-
preciation for each other, and as
a group they become strong.”

Finding teens interested in Ra-
dio Rookies led Pitkin to the
Next Generation Center in Mor-
risania, where teens get free help
in tutoring, job searches, housing
and medical assistance.

“We look for teens who can get
stuff done on their own and have
a level of commitment. We al-
ways have kids with a different
range of talents and interests,”
said Pitkin.

For Pitkin and other Radio
Rookie staffers, the process is
deeply gratifying. “The stories
can change a kid’s life after they

air.”
She said a Radio Rookie from

Brooklyn recently told his story
about mounting struggles in
school. After his story aired he
got a call from a private school of-
fering him a $42,000 scholarship.
“It’s contingent on him doing his
homework,” she said.

Another Radio Rookie pro-
duced her story about trying to
leave foster care and get into pub-
lic housing. But because she
couldn’t find a job, she was
closed out of the housing waiting
list. After the story aired she was
offered a clerical job and soon af-
ter found housing.

The Bronx Rookies’ final docu-
mentaries will air sometime in
the fall, usually on NPR’s “Morn-
ing Edition” show from 5 a.m. to
9 a.m. weekdays on WNYC 93.9
FM, 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. on WNYC
AM 820 and online at wnyc.org.

News Bureau (718) 822-1174  ·  Fax (718) 822-1562  ·  NYDailyNews.com/nylocal

Some of the newest Radio Rookies at WNYC’s
studios (l. to r.): Irina Sverzhanovskaya, Keith
Tingman, Victoria Cruz (in back), Yesenia
Cadena, Muntu Waliyaya and A.J. Fraizer.
Photo by Steven Sunshine
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 Cobras copacetic with kingdom 

2 cops hurt after tumbling through Bx. attic

Ecuador gets diplo-manic

FORECAST FOR THE WEEK AHEAD
Sunday, Feb. 8, 2009

ALTERNATE-SIDE PARKING is SUSPENDED
on Thursday.

Run Bronx Run — Half Marathon Sunday!
Fashion fiesta at Bryant Park starts

Friday!
GRIDLOCK SAM'S HOTSPOTS

BRONX: Half marathon follows main
roads; Goulden Ave., 195th St., Sedgwick
Ave., Mosholu Parkway, Bedford Park Blvd.,
Paul Ave., Grand Concourse, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sunday.

BRYANT PARK/SIXTH AVE: Turbulence
along Sixth Ave., 40th to 42nd Sts., as
Fashion Week gets underway Friday.

TIMES SQUARE: Kiss-lock near Duffy
Square, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Friday.

BRUCKNER BLVD: One lane closed both
directions between Morrison and Sound-
view Aves., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

MSG: Events 7 p.m. all week.
BEACON THEATRE: Paul Simon concert 8

p.m. Friday, Saturday.
MEADOWLANDS: Games 7:30 p.m. Tues-

day, Friday.

PRUDENTIAL CENTER: Devils-Rangers, 7
p.m. Monday.

BRIDGES AND TUNNELS
WEST TREMONT AVE. BRIDGE (over Major

Deegan Expressway): Closed Monday
through Feb 23.

WILLIS AVE. BRIDGE: Between 12:01 a.m.
and 5 a.m. Thursday, exit ramp to Deegan
will be closed at 15 minute intervals with
detour onto Bruckner Blvd. exit ramp.
Bridge itself remains open.

BORDEN AVE. BRIDGE: Closed through
July!

ROADS AND PARKING
Following Manhattan roads closed 8 a.m.

to 6 p.m. Sunday:
n43rd St. between Sixth and Fifth Aves.
n45th St. between Ninth and Eighth Aves.
n67th St. between Amsterdam Ave. and

Broadway.
Following Brooklyn roads closed 8 a.m. to

6 p.m. Sunday: Carroll St. between Fourth
and Fifth Aves.; Myrtle Ave. between Jeffer-
son St. and Broadway.

Following Bronx roads closed 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. Sunday: E. 179th St. between Jerome
and Walton Aves.
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For current forecasts and data, go to www.NYDailyNews.com/weather

Sunset: 5:22 p.m.
Tomorrow’s 

sunrise 6:57 a.m.

TODAY: Isolated showers possible 
in the evening. High 51, low 28.

TOMORROW: Mostly sunny and 
much cooler. High 41, low 28.

TUESDAY: Partly cloudy, a few 
showers late. High 43, low 36.

WEDNESDAY: Partly cloudy, 
showers possible. High 51, low 37.

Air Quality: Moderate, 92 out of 300
(Recorded 2 p.m. Saturday).
Particle Pollution: Moderate, 92 out of 300
Today’s Ultraviolet Index: Moderate, 3 out of 11

Yesterday: Max 48 at 3:47 p.m. Min 28 at  7:16 a.m. 
Normal 33. Ave. (from February 1) -1.71 degrees.
Heating degree days: Yesterday 27; Total (month) 
238. Total (season) 3100.

TWO COPS WERE INJURED yesterday
while investigating a burglary in the
Bronx, police said.

The unidentified police officers re-
sponded to a house on Ropes Ave. in the
Eastchester section that had been burglar-
ized.

As the cops were investigating, they

heard noises come out of the home’s attic,
police said.

After sniffing around the attic, the cops
fell through the ceiling. They sustained
leg injuries and were taken to Jacobi Med-
ical Center.

Both officers are expected to survive.
There were no arrests in the burglary.
 Brendan Brosh and Wil Cruz

King cobra couple have
look around at Van Vihar
National Park digs in
Bhopal, India. Park, locat-
ed in center of city, keeps
animals in near natural
habitat. Photo by EPA

QUITO — Ecuadoran President Rafael
Correa booted a U.S. Embassy official yes-
terday after accusing him of meddling in
local police projects, a move likely to fray
ties with Washington.

“Foreign minister, give this gentleman
48 hours to pack up his suitcases and get
out of the country,” Correa said during his
weekly media address.

“We’re not going to let anyone treat us
as if we were a colony here.”

The U.S. State Department was aware
of the announcement and was checking in-
to it, spokesman Fred Lash said.

Correa, a popular leftist, said diplomat

Armando Astorga abruptly ended a financ-
ing deal with local police after they re-
fused to abide by his terms in selecting of-
ficers to run aid projects.

“Mr. Astorga, keep your dirty money.
We don’t need it. We have dignity in this
country,” Correa said. “Ecuador doesn’t
need charity from anyone.”

There has been tension with Washing-
ton since Correa vowed not to renew a
lease on a coastal air base used by U.S.
troops for counternarcotics missions. But
yesterday he said he would allow U.S.
Coast Guard planes to land there if need-
ed. Reuters

JONES—William on February 5, 
2009.  Beloved son of Thomas and 
Maryann. Loving father, brother, 
uncle and friend of many.  Repos-
ing at Coney Island Memorial 
Chapel, Sun. 2-5 & 7-10PM. 
Funeral Mass Monday, Good 
Shepherd at 10:00AM.  Interment 
St. Charles Cemetery.

Death Notices, In Memoriam and 
Acknowledgement Notices

Notices may be telephoned to 
"THE NEWS" by your Funeral 

Director, Monday thru Thursday, 
8:30 A.M. to 6 P.M., and Friday, 
8 A.M. to 6 P.M. to appear in the 
A.M. edition the following day.

Our Saturday hours are 9 A.M. to 
3:30 P.M. Sunday notices must be 
phoned in by 1:15 P.M. on 
Saturday.  Monday notices must 
be phoned in by 3:30 P.M. on 
Saturday.

Call
In New York              212-210-2111
Outside NYC            1-800-223-1660
fax 212-210-2049

Death Notices
Death Notices

MARKOWITZ—Sara Hallem of 
Midlothian, Virginia, formerly of 
Brooklyn, died Saturday Febru-
ary 7, 2009.  Pre-deceased by her 
husband Colin; son Stanley 
March; brother Louis Hallem; 
sister, Fay Goldman and son-in-
law Jay Belkin.  Survived by her 
daughter Ruth Belkin; grandson, 
Seth Belkin his wife Angela and 
grandson Michael Belkin.  Sara 
was retired from the New York 
Public School system. Graveside 
Funeral Service Sunday 11:30AM 
at New Montefiore Cemetery, 
Pinelawn, New York. 

MALLIA—Charles A.  on February 
5, 2009.  Brooklyn R.C. Diocesan 
Director of Music and Music 
Director and Organist at St Luke 
R.C. Church, Whitestone, N.Y. 
Beloved husband of Mary (nee 
Kramer).  Loving father of 
Charles and Trisha, Jason and 
Stacy, Jessica and Mark and 
Elizabeth.  Cherished grandfa-
ther of Abigail and Sarah.  Also 
survived by his loving mother 
Mary and his 2 sisters Rosemary 
and Barbara.  Reposing at 
JAMES ROMANELLI-STEPHEN 
F.H. 89-01 Rockaway Blvd. Ozone 
Park, NY Sun. 7-9PM & Mon. 2-5 
& 7-9PM.  Mass of Christian Bur-
ial Tuesday 10:15AM at St Luke 
RC Church. Interment St Charles 
Cemetery, Farmingdale, N.Y.

To place an
In Memoriam

call
(212) 949-2000

MARTIN A. GLEASON
FUNERAL HOME, LLC.

Privately owned & operated.
Service provided in all areas 24/7.  

Flushing 718-359-6300
Whitestone 718-359-1122

Bayside 718-428-2210

Related Services

MANDILE—Gary W. 1957 - 1999
In loving memory on your

52nd Birthday. Forever, Mom, Dad,
Billy, Patti, Billy, Brandon,

Summer & Dorothy

In Memoriam
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