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ere’s a safe bet.
Tom Coughlin, Joe
Girardi, whoever the
new Mets manager is, or
any of the other guys running teams here will never address the media in the kind of
attire Rex Ryan wore to the podium on Wednesday.
That picture of the Jets’ coach,
which adorned the Daily News’
back page yesterday, is indelibly
burned into the brain of friend
and foe alike. Ryan looked more
like an overstuffed Goldilocks in
drag than his brother Rob, the
Browns’ defensive coordinator.
Video of this mocking tribute will
no doubt be prominently displayed on all the Sunday pregame
shows.
The clip will provide some
laughs. Yet it has underlying significance. Once again Ryan
showed — this time through spoof
— how he controls the message
and the moment. He mostly does
it with a smile on his face.
This just in: There are many humorless operators in the sports
business. They are too serious and
important (at least self-important) to laugh in front of more
than an audience of two.
So there is no doubt, absolutely

Wigs out to shift media focus — again
none, that plenty of NFL types —
whether it be Ryan critics in the
media, club executives or other assorted pigskin riffraff — would like
nothing more than to knock that
smile off Rex Ryan’s face before
stapling his mouth shut. They
would love to be holding that picture up Sunday after a Jets loss to
Cleveland, saying: Is Rex laughing now? When’s his next Yuck
Barn appearance?
“It (Ryan’s shtick) was unprofessional,” Brandon Tierney said
yesterday
on
ESPN-1050.
“. . . I’m having a hard time separating the ‘fun’ from the Jets not
playing crisp football. They better
win the game (Sunday).”
Even those who enjoyed Ryan’s hijinks were dubious. Such as
SXM Radio’s Steve Phillips.
“As a (former) GM, watching
him (Ryan) and listening to what
he has to say makes me scared,”
Phillips said on the air yesterday.
By no means is this anything
new. When it comes to Ryan the
song remains the same. In July,
the chorus swore Ryan and Co.’s
decision allowing HBO’s “Hard
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Knocks” cameras to invade the
“privacy” of Gang Green’s Cortland training compound would return to haunt and hurt the team
this season. The Jets were not only
putting themselves in a position
to be mocked, but giving the competition even more incentive to
pound them.
After the Jets dropped their
opener to Baltimore, the choir
crooned a “Hard Knocks” tune
about defensive backs eating
cheeseburgers during practice.
The song, entitled “I told you so,”
lasted about 30 seconds. Five consecutive wins drowned out the
chorus.
Ryan wasn’t listening anyway.
There is a consistency here. No
matter what the circumstances,
win or lose, Ryan controls the dialogue, often combining bluster
with comedic interludes. He’s not

letting the media dictate the
terms.
“The bottom line with Rex Ryan is he’s real and relatable,” said
David Roberts, ESPN-1050’s
VP/GM, who hired Ryan for a
paid weekly appearance on the
station. “He’s become one of the
most relatable figures in sports.
He doesn’t take everything so seriously. That’s what makes him special, too.”
Whether there were ulterior
motives behind Wednesday’s
masquerade really does not matter. For at least another day, Ryan
had taken the focus off his team’s
shabby, albeit winning, performance in Detroit — taken the focus off some undisciplined play
that can be traced directly to him.
Think about it. Ryan enters
“disguised” as his brother and reporters actually play along, asking Rex questions as if he were
Rob. Everyone wanted to play
pretend. The Jets coach spoonfed the boss scribes an offbeat story. He had them mesmerized.
In return, Ryan did not have to
— again — answer why the Jets had
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to burn two consecutive timeouts
in Detroit because too many players were on the field. Or deal with
another Mark Sanchez inquiry.
This session in shifting the spotlight was not much different from
the day Ryan said he wasn’t “kissing” Bill Belichick’s rings. Or
when he cried after a tough loss
and followed up by carrying a box
of Kleenex. Or when he presented
“my wish list for Santa Claus.”
That was when he recited the
names of players on the Colts “injury” list.
Oh, on Wednesday, the Jets
coach also took the focus off “the
new” Eric Mangini, whose Mummified Jets regime was the antithesis of Club Rex. This is the same
Mangini who is now dying to
open for Ryan at Chez Gasbag.
For Mangini, putting a 34-14
butt-kicking on Belichick was better than any mood-elevating drug
currently on the market.
o, it was all set up. This
week of Jets-Browns was
supposed to be all about
the “Revenge of Mangenius” or “The Mummy’s
Revenge.” Now there was a keeper. One hell of a story line.
Right up until the fat man got
his hands on a blond wig.
Twitter.com/nydnraiss
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NEW 2010 TOYOTA

NEW 2011 TOYOTA

NEW 2011 TOYOTA

NEW 2011 TOYOTA

AUTOMATIC, AIR CONDITIONING, 1.8L 4 CYL,
POWER STEERING, ABS BRAKES,
HEATED MIRRORS, CD PLAYER

AUTOMATIC, 4 CYL, AIR CONDITIONING,
POWER WINDOWS, POWER LOCKS,
POWER MIRRORS, CD PLAYER

AUTOMATIC,4 CYL, AWD,
AIR CONDITIONING, POWER WINDOWS,
POWER LOCKS, CRUISE, TILT, CD PLAYER

AUTOMATIC, 6 CYL, 8 PASSENGER, POWER
SEAT, POWER WINDOWS, POWER LOCKS,
ALLOY WHEEL, ABS BRAKES, CD PLAYER

COROLLA LE

RAV4 4x4

SIENNA LE

99 125 149 284
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AT A GLANCE
WOODLAWN — Interested
in growing your family
tree?
Woodlawn Cemetery
historian Susan Olsen will
present a two-hour workshop tomorrow on how get
the most out of cemetery
records.
The workshop, $25 per
person, will be at 1 p.m.
Meet at the Jerome Ave.
entrance (near Bainbridge
Ave., across from the last
stop on the No. 4 train).
For reservations, contact
Brian Sahd, Friends of
Woodlawn Executive Director, (718) 920-1470,
friends@thewoodlawnceme
tery.org.
BAY PLAZA — The Bronx
Council on the Arts’ Bronx
Writers Center will present
a free workshop on selling
and publishing children’s
books next Friday.
Topics will include:
copyright,
illustration,
self-publishing,
and
developing an
income
stream.
The
workshop will be held at
Barnes & Noble at Bay
Plaza from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Admission is free and all
are welcome.
For additional information on this workshop or
other events presented by
the Bronx Writers Center,
call (718) 931-9500 ext. 21,
e-mail bronxwriters@bronxarts.org or visit
the Bronx Writers Center's
web pages at
www.bronxarts.org
LEHMAN COLLEGE — Don
Pasquale, a revival of
Donizetti’s comic opera,
will be transmitted live in
HD from the stage of the
Metropolitan Opera tomorrow at 1 p.m. in the Lovinger Theatre of Lehman
College.
“The Met: Live in HD”
broadcasts at Lehman are
free to college students as
well as high school students, parents and teachers.
Tickets may be reserved
by calling the Lehman
Stages box office at (718)
960-8025. For more information, visit metopera.org.
Bureau Staff
SEND US YOUR NEWS TIPS
Bronx Bureau (718) 822-1174
bronxboronews@NYDailyNews.com

Brooklyn (718) 875-4455
brooklynnews@NYDailyNews.com

Queens (718) 793-3328
queensnews@NYDailyNews.com

Joseph Vitolo will return to grotto at 3091 Grand Concourse where he first saw the Virgin appear to him 65 years ago. Photo by Viorel Florescu

HIS BLESSED VISION
BY MIKE JACCARINO
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

THE YEAR WAS 1945, and
9-year-old Joseph Vitolo was
playing in an empty lot on the
Grand Concourse when he said
The Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to him.
The story made headlines
around the world as nearly
25,000 faithful showed up to
what became known as the
Queen of the Universe Shrine at
3091 Grand Concourse.
On Sunday, more than
65 years later, the faithful will
gather at the same spot to celebrate the anniversary with an
outdoor Mass at 3 p.m. at the old
grotto shrine, which now stands
amid apartment buildings and
stores.

65 yrs. since divine sighting
“It was a beautiful experience
and I’m glad it happened because it kept me religious,” Vitolo, 74, said yesterday. “I came
from a family that wasn’t religious. My father was a drunkard.”
Vitolo said the Virgin appeared to him on Oct. 29, 1945,
as the country tried to recover
from the horrors of World War
II, telling the young boy to return
for 16 straight nights to pray the
Rosary for world peace.
The youngest of 18 children
from an immigrant Italian family, Vitolo complied, even as the
story of the appearance made
world news — both Time and Life
magazines published articles.

“It happened at Lourdes [in
France]. It’s happened in a lot of
places around the world,” Vitolo
said. “Why not the Bronx?”
Vitolo says he did the Blessed
Virgin one better, returning every night for the next 60 years at 7
p.m. to pray. He still lives in his
childhood home, a short walk
from the site.
“All my life, I kept saying,
‘Why me? Why me?’ I really
don’t know other than to say I
was privileged.”
A retired housekeeper at Jacobi Medical Center, he is no longer able to make nightly visits to
the grotto. He underwent heart

surgery last year and is battling
prostate cancer.
His body is tired, he said, and
he regularly rests in the afternoons.
But this Sunday, he said he
will rejoice with the other faithful who attend the Mass, not only
to mark the Blessed Virgin’s appearance, but for a more personal reason, as well.
Vitolo said he will also celebrate what that vision has meant
to so many other people through
the years. It’s sort of his life’s
work.
“It’s meant a lot to a lot people,” he said. “From what I’ve
seen, it’s kept them religious. For
some, it changed a lot of people’s
lives. It brought them closer to
God.”
mjaccarino@nydailynews.com

Yonkers power play for mayor riles contenders
BY ABBY LUBY
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

SOME POTENTIAL mayoral wanna-bes are
less than happy that Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone can now sidestep them should he step
down early.
Yonkers voters on Nov. 2 overwhelmingly
approved Amicone’s plan to tap his appointed
deputy mayor to succeed him if he leaves before the end of his term.
Amicone spokesman David Simpson said
that the Republican mayor has no intention of
leaving the job before his term expires in December 2011.
If Deputy Mayor Bill Regan can’t fill the
post, next in line would be Democratic City
Council President Chuck Lesnick, who op-

posed the measure because it forces a special
election 90 days after the acting mayor takes
office, thus circumventing a primary.
“A special election would put the power in
the control of the party bosses,” said Lesnick,
who is said to be eying the mayor’s seat but has
not formally announced a run. “My hope is
that Phil does not step down.”
Former Charter Commission member Eric
Schoen wanted the council president to be
next in line.
“Most of us were against the proposition,
but the commission went ahead and put it on
the ballot anyway,” said Schoen. “If Phil resigns so that Bill would be his heir apparent, it
will look like it was a setup. Phil would not do
anything that stupid.”
Yonkers Democratic Councilwoman Joan

Gronowski said she voted against the proposal “on principle.”
“Just because you are a lame duck mayor,
you still have an obligation to fulfill your term,
barring any personal or health issue.“
Amicone solicited the city’s Charter Commission in August to revise the law and get it
on the November ballot. He had argued that
the deputy mayor was the most logical person
to step in if needed because he was wellversed in the day-to-day operations of the city.
Amicone tried earlier to change mayoral
succession when he weighed a run for state
Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins’ seat.
Besides Lesnick, other possible contenders
for the mayor’s seat include Democratic Assemblyman Mike Spano, GOP Councilman
John Murtagh, Democratic County Board
Chairman Ken Jenkins and Gronowski.
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†2 year/25k mi premium Toyota Auto Care. See dealer for Details. ††Available on 2010 Toyota Tundra Crewmax. †*Available on all new Toyota leases. Excludes tax, tags, reg fees. Subject to primary lending source approval. See dealer for details.**0% Financing avail for up to 5 years on every
new 2010 & 2011 Toyota. Max financed $12,000 (No maximum on 2010 Yaris, 2011 Camry Hybrid & 2011 Tundra Crewmax & B/C Cabs). Tier 1 Plus only. 0% may affect selling price. (0% offer exp 11/18/10) Vehicles must be in stock only. Must take delivery in 2 days. Prior orders excluded.
With this ad only. Subj to primary lending source apprvl. *36 month leases: Cash Down (Corolla $3995, Camry $3725, Rav4 $3395, Sienna $2295) + $0 Acquisition Fee + 1st mo pymt. No Sec Dep Req’d. Total Pymts/Residual: Corolla $3564/$9873, Camry $4500/$13,780, Rav4 $5364/$16,061,
Sienna $10,224/$16,878. 12k mi/yr. $.15 thereafter. Prices include all Toyota factory rebates & incentives. Tax, tags, reg fees add'l. This ad is considered a coupon & must be presented at time of purchase, limit one per customer. Offer exp 11/18/10 must take delivery 11/19/10. NYDCA#324655.
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